December 2018 Community Update: Close Before You Doze
Hello Neighbors:
Did you know closing the door to your bedroom can save your life? The La Madera Fire District is working
with UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute (FSRI) to spread a life-saving message: “Close Before You Doze.”
A demonstration and reactions were captured and can be viewed at https://LaMaderaFire.org/doors and an
informational flyer on the benefits of a closed door in case of fire is attached on the next page.
Closing your doors is more important than ever, as evolutions in home furnishings, layouts, and construction
over the last 40 years have reduced the average time to escape a home fire from 17 minutes to three minutes
or less. A September 2018 report by the National Fire Protection Association concluded that residents are
more likely to die in a home fire today than in 1980.
In the recent UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute (FSRI) consumer survey of 3,204 adults across the U.S.,
less than half of respondents believe that in the event of a fire, it's safer to have their bedroom door closed,
and only 29 percent always sleep with their door closed. Only 17 percent of those who sleep with their door
closed for safety do so because they think it's safer in a fire. Of those who sleep with the door open for safety,
52 percent do so because they mistakenly think it's safer in case of a fire.
Understanding how important it is for people to see for themselves how significant of an impact a closed door
can have in a house fire, UL FSRI gathered a group of unsuspecting everyday people to ask them about their
safety concerns and what they perceive to be true about house fires. The group was introduced to Steve
Kerber and his team, then witnessed a house burned with one-bedroom door open and one closed. Following
the demonstration, the group was able to tour the house and see the real-life impact of a closed door
compared to an open door.
"As fire service researchers and professionals, we encourage people to take several precautions and have an
evacuation plan but closing doors at night is one simple and quick routine that anyone can adopt right now,"
said Steve Kerber, director of the UL Firefighter Safety Research Institute. "It is a very simple behavior change
that can help save your life and your loved ones."

Happy Holidays from all of us at the La Madera Fire District,

Joe Gober, District Chief

